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THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



Christian Nurture. By Horace Bushnell. New 
York: Scribner, 1916. Pp. xxx+351. $1.50. 

This is a new edition of a book which has 
grown in significance since it was first published, 
and which is still so important that it merits 
the new edition in which it appears. Professor 
Williston Walker furnishes a short and satis- 
factory biographical sketch of Dr. Bushnell, 
and the slight revisions have been made by 
Professor Luther A. Weigle, who is the Horace 
Bushnell Professor of Christian Nurture in 
Yale University. It is fitting that this service 
should be performed by the men who are thus 
carrying on the work of a pioneer of religious 
education. This will be the authoritative edi- 
tion of the book. 



Sandy Scott's Bible Class and Sabbath Nights 
at Pitcoonans. By George Braithwaite. 
Tokyo: Japan Book and Tract Society, 
1016. Pp. xii+168. $0.50. 

These remarkable Bible stories, told origi- 
nally in East Perthshire Scotch dialect by Charles 
Moody Stuart and published in 1897-99, have 
now been Anglicized by George Braithwaite and 
are thus available for those who do not under- 
stand the original. These interpretations are 
often delicious. If one would get far from the 
conventional settings and the "language of 
Zion," he need look no farther for a fresh render- 
ing of the familiar old stories. To see the 
Importunate Widow setting her bonnet strings 
straight is to get a wholly new sense of the vital- 
ity of the Bible (p. 71). It is a book full of 
insight, pathos, and common sense, and ought 
to be published and circulated in America. 



The Master's Comfort and Hope. By Alfred E. 

Garvie. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1917. 

Pp. xiv+239. 4s. 6d. 
In the Day of the Ordeal. By W. P. Paterson. 

Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1917. Pp.vii+ 

262. 4s. 6d. 
The Sacrifice of Thankfulness. By Henry 

Melvill Gwatkin. Edinburgh: T. & T. 

Clark, 191 7. Pp. xxiv+166. 4s. 6d. 

Here are the last three volumes of the third 
series of sermons on "The Scholar as a 
Preacher." They are as different as they 
could well be. Yet each one is on a high plane 
and brings a strong message. 

Dr. Garvie is expository and critical. His 
texts for the twenty sermons are found seriatim 
in John, chap. 13-14:31. He believes that 
Jesus was more than a man; that his teaching 
was not explicable by heredity; that Jewish 
apocalyptic does not determine its outlook on 



the future; that his teaching is more than 
a later reflection of the later faith of the church; 
and that the Fourth Gospel is from the lips 
of Jesus himself. Otherwise, he says, "the 
whole of this volume .... is based on a false 
assumption." 

Being thus sure of these central points, 
Dr. Garvie found solid comfort in the final prepa- 
ration of these sermons, which follows closely 
the "call home" of his wife. Although he is 
an eminent theological writer, he says: "Of all 
the forms of service I prize preaching most 
highly." 

The dedication of Dr. Paterson's volume is 
extremely pathetic: "To my wife and in mem- 
ory of our sons: R. S. Paterson, Second Lieuten- 
ant Royal Field Artillery, Neuve Chapelle, 
nth March 1915. W. P. Paterson, Captain 
King's Own Scottish Borderers, Delville Wood, 
31st July, 1916." 

Surely he can preach intelligently and 
sympathetically on "The Day of the Ordeal." 
This is the subject of the first sermon, which is 
based on Zech. 14:4. It deals especially with 
the religious and moral cleavages. There 
naturally follows "The Way of God with the 
Nation," discussing the causes of the war, 
which are secular, retributive, and remedial, 
and closing with "A Call to New Tasks." 

Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never failing skill 
He treasures up his bright designs 
And works his sovereign will. 

The next subject is "The Way of God with 
the Individual." He then proceeds to the 
discussion of fundamental doctrines as: "Our 
Maker"; "The Cross"; "Free Grace"; "Re- 
pentance," and closes with "Retrospect and 
Prospect." His conclusion is that the terrible 
conflict should bring "a harvest of spiritual 
results; a stimulation of the higher life of 
humanity; a generation of great men; a moral 
conversion; a new outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, and through it all self will become less 
central than before, and at last there will be 
given a new experience and a new certainty of 
God." 

The optimistic note that sounds through 
the volume is very reassuring. 

In Dr. Gwatkin's volume the historian does 
himself great credit as a plain, direct, gospel 
preacher. His style is as simple as that of the 
Synoptics. The sermons are short, incisive, 
practical, popular. From the exposition of 
"Thankfulness" he proceeds to the subject of 
"Revelation": in itself; in history; in life; in 
the inner life. Then follow sermons on "Chris- 
tian Motive," "Joy and Sorrow," "Immanence," 
"Chance," "Regeneration," "The Cross." 

It is a book to have lying around, and when 
one has an odd fifteen minutes it will be refresh- 
ing to read a sermon and by an easy and attrac- 
tive way be led into the deep things of God. 



